
 

The complete version of this course is available as an e-book or printed book. 

8 learndatabasereporting.com 

Lesson 2: Connect to SQL 
Server 
Now that you have installed SQL Server Express it will automatically run 
in the background. 

In this lesson you will use SQL Server Management Studio to connect to 
your SQL Server. 

1 Open SQL Server Management Studio (SSMS). 

SQL Server Management Studio opens and prompts you to enter 
the credentials needed to connect to a database. 

 

You can use SSMS to connect to any database, including databases 
on remote servers. In this case you are going to connect to the SQL 
Server Express database that you installed on your own computer. 

2 Connect to your SQL Server Express database server. 

1. Click the drop-down arrow next to Server name and click 
<Browse for more…>. 

 

2. Click the + sign next to Database Engine. 

You should see a list of database instances installed on your 
computer. 
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If SQL Server Express is the only copy of SQL Server on your 
computer, you will only see one item in the list with the name 
of your computer followed by SQLEXPRESS. 

3. Click the SQLEXPRESS database and click OK. 

 

You should be returned to the previous dialog with the 
database name entered in the Server name box. 

 

4. Click Connect to connect to the server. 

You have now connected to SQL Server. The Object Explorer 
pane on the left of the screen allows you to explore the 
databases on the server and configure security permissions. 

You can create a new SQL query by clicking the New Query 
button on the menu bar at the top of the screen. 

 

3 Keep SSMS open for the next lesson. 
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